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ECOLOGISTS CALLED ON THE MEDICAL OFFICIALS TO TAKE RUSSIANS AWAY 
FROM A ZONE OF RISK 
By Eremurus Club 
 
On May 31 the All-National Association for Genetic Safety organised a rally against GMOs, 
dedicated to the International Children’s Day celebrated on June 01. Action was held in front 
of the office of the Russian Consumer Protection and Health Service (Rospotrebnadzor). It 
was supported by the whole range of NGOs, including the CIS Alliance for Biosafety, 
Movement for Healthy Russia and others. Participants of the rally called the Chief Sanitary 
Doctor of Russia Gennadiy Onischenko to put a moratorium to all GM crops approved for 
human consumption in Russia. They were carrying posters: ”Doctor Onischenko, protect 
children of Russia!” and ”GMO - zone of risk”. NGOs recently discovered that the approval 
process of 16 GM crops was not correct. By now following GM-crops are approved for food 
in Russia: 
- Soy (3 lines) - Monsanto (2), Bayer (1); 
- Maize (6 lines) - Monsanto (4), Syngenta (1), Bayer (1); 
- Potato (3 lines) - Monsanto; 
- Sugar beet (2 lines) - Monsanto/Syngenta; 
- Rice (1 line) - Bayer. 
None of them was tested on 5 generations of animals, as it is required by the research 
regulation introduced by Rospotrebnadzor itself. Due to this reason, all authorizations should 
be recalled until full-scale testing is done under public scrutiny, say NGOs. Earlier this year 
NGOs sent a letter calling to the moratorium on 16 GM-crops to the office of Doctor 
Onischenko, but never received an answer. 
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RESTRICTION OF GM-PRODUCTS IN TRANSURAL 
By Eremurus Club 
 
Regional authorities of Kurganskaya oblast’ (region) at the end of April adopted a law On 
Special Measures to Provide Quality and Safety of Food Products in Kurganskaya Oblast’. 
This law immediately got its unofficial name - the Law on GM Ingredients, because it 
prohibits purchasing GM-products on regional budget money. In year 2006 similar law was 
adopted in Moscow. The law regulates allocation of money for purchasing lab equipment and 
for identification of GMOs in food products. On the day before the United Russia group in the 



regional parliament came up with the statement urging its colleagues to declare region a 
GMO free zone and to support local producers of eco-products. 
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FOOD PRODUCERS DO NOT WANT TO BE LABELLED AS GMO FREE IN MOSCOW 
By Eremurus Club 
 
On April 24, representatives of ten associations, including Russia’s Union of Juice 
Producers, Askond Association of Confectioners, Union of Russia’s Beer and Nonalcoholic 
Beverage Producers, addressed a letter to Moscow Mayor Yury Luzhkov, complaining that 
the GMO free volunteer certification that was introduced by Moscow Government Decree in 
February 2007 is turning into a compulsory requirement. Manufacturers ask Yuriy Luzhkov to 
suspend the decree that should come into force since July 01. According to a new ruling the 
producers may voluntary undergo certification in one of 16 laboratories. The final list of these 
laboratories was approved on May 22, and the City Hall has allocated 50 million rubles for 
control measures. In defence the producers commented on the initiative of biggest retailers - 
Pyaterochka and Sedmoi Continent. They are dissatisfied with the fact that supermarkets 
strongly recommended to producers to have the ”No GMO!” label for foods delivered from 
June 15. They say this action will fuel the prices by 0.5 percent to 15 percent. In Russia the 
obligation to label food products that content GMO is provided by the federal consumer law. 
But producers do not fulfil it. Control over mandatory GM labelling is a responsibility of 
federal authorities, but they do not have enough resources or will to push manufacturers to 
put GM labels. According to independent experts, the only way for regions to strengthen 
consumer safety with regard to GMOs is to create conditions for the regional GMO free 
market. 
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RUSSIAN RESTAURANTS WILL INFORM CLIENTS ABOUT GMOs IN THEIR MEALS 
By Eremurus Club 
 
Russian Government issued an order N276 of May 10, 2007 by which it amended Rules for 
Providing Catering Services. By this order a list of information that should be made available 
for clients is revised and updated. Cafes and restaurants are now responsible for informing 
their customers about presence of GM-components in their menu. ”This is definitely positive 
thing, because restaurants offer people many dishes that content different products that can 
be GM, such as soy sauce; and you never know what you eat. But we are very sceptical that 
authorities will be able to control the implementation of this regulation”, - commented Victoria 
Kopeykina, the secretary of CIS Alliance for Biosafety. 
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SCIENTISTS AND SOCIETY WILL DISCUSS GMOs IN RUSSIA TOGETHER 
By Eremurus Club 
 
On 23-24 October 2007 Symposium ’Physiology of Transgenic Plants and Biosafety’ will be 
held in Moscow, Russia. It will be organised by The Institute of Plant Physiology of the 
Russian Academy of Science and supported by the main office of the Russian Academy of 
Science and by the Russian Academy of Natural Science. In frame of the Symposium the 
following topics will be discussed: fundamental aspects of GMO creation, medical and 



biological aspects of GM-crops and economy, as well as the modern methods of GMOs 
identification in plants and food derived from GMO. Special attention will be paid to the 
questions of the international, EU, CIS and Russian legislation to control GMO and GM-food 
traffic in global and regional scale. The issues of using of GM-plants in agriculture and 
related biological risks for humans and environment will be also observed. At the Symposium 
the floor will be given not only to scientists, but also to NGOs who will speak about social and 
other important aspects of GMO application. First Symposium on GMOs organised in Russia 
and hosted by the Institute was held in November 2004. Scientists called on the international 
community to adopt an international pact to stop spreading of GM-plants. They especially 
highlighted that GMOs must not be spread to the areas that remain GMO free, including 
Russia, until real biological safety of GMOs for humans and environment is proven. 


